Respiratory muscle function in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
Respiratory muscle (RM) dysfunction is a progressive process, including both RM weakness and fatigue, that may advance to the point of respiratory failure. It occurs as a result of increased RM workloads, altered length-tension relationship of respiratory muscles, malnourished states, and altered cellular environment in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Consideration of multiple patient factors is necessary when identifying patient risk for RM dysfunction and designing plans of care. This article discusses the RM pump, including its measurement, in patients with COPD.